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LATIN AHERICA BRIEF - 10 APRIL 1978. '|' ‘ ‘ 4
L CHILE' CHILEAN PRESIDENT PINOCHET'S DECISIZN TO

ADVANCE THE TINETABLE FOR A TRANSITION TO CIONSTITUTIIONAL

RULE WAS NADE IN RESPONSE T0 CONTINUING INTEREIBNAL AND .

EXTERNAL PRESSURES ON HIH T0 NE\ORHAILIZE POLITICAL LIFE IN

CHILE. THE ANNOUNCENENT FOLLOWED OTHER RECENT CHANGES 156

e ane i _hont snier JEEM

DESIGNED TO INPMROVE THE COUNTRY'S INTERNATIONAL IMAGE.
IN A NATIONWIDE SPEECH ON 5 APRIL PINOCHET SAID A
NEW CONSTITUTION WILL BE READY BY THE END OF THE YBREAR

T -
B e

AND THAT A PLEBISCITE COULD BE HELD ON IT SOI‘IE TIMNE THEREAFTER. : f
THIS ADVANCES BY IIHFIVE YEARS THE SCHEDULE OUTLINED BY

—mr

PINOCHET LAST YEAR. o

| } PINOCHET DID NN‘ HENTION PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS AND
:IIIAS VAGUE ABOUT THE OVERALL TIHING- NEVERTHELESS- HIS
1$TATEHENT LEFT THE DOOR OPEN TO EVEN FURTHER MODIFICATIONS.
‘ ALTHOUGH HE EMPHASIZED THAT IT IS NECESSARY FOR THE
ARHED FORCES TO RETAINM THE '' ESSENCE" OF POWER+ PINOCHET °

SAID CIVILIANS WOULD SHARE A LARGER ROLE IN GOVERNMENT .
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HE DID NOT ELABORATE~ BUT HE MAY HAVE BEEN BIDDING FOR

THE COOPERATION OF THE CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC PARTY. THE
‘ CbUNTRY'S LARGEST+ WHICH WAS BANNED IN MARCH BRERE 1977.
TﬁE PARTY WILL BE RELUCTANT TO PARTICIPATE AS LONG AS 15¢
RFSTRICTIONS ON POLITICAL ACTIVITY REMAIN IN:FORCE.
j‘ AMING OTHER NUEASURES RAISED IN HIS SPEECHs PINOCHET
OFFERED A WIDE~-RANGING PROGRAH TO PARDON OR TO COMMUTE
THE SENTENCES OF ALL PRISONERS CONVICBTED BY ﬂILITARY
COURTS FOR VIOLATING NATIONAL SECURITY LAUS BEFORE AND |
AFTER THE 1973 COUP. _ | j
'AS MANY AS 224 PERSONS STAND TO BENEFIT IMMEDIATELY.
THE RELEASES WILL ALSO CLOSE THE BOOKS FOR ALL PRACTICAL
(PURPOSES ON MOST CASES mn HAVE INTERESTED HUMAN RIGATS
GROUPS. R : ' :
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